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 WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) and the Franklin Regional Council of Governments (FRCOG) received confirmation last week that the FRCOG has been awarded federal Economic Development District (EDD) designation by the U.S. Economic Development Administration.   With this designation, the FRCOG has been invited to submit an application for grant funding to continue their economic development planning activities as well as provide technical assistance in support of municipal and regional projects through their Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (CEDS) Program.  The FRCOG is appreciative of the support by Congressman Olver to facilitate the receipt of this designation.

      Olver said, "Franklin County is not only one of the most rural areas of the state, it is also one of the poorest. For the region to prosper, it must strengthen and expand its infrastructure, employment opportunities and work force. Sustained economic growth in rural areas can only be achieved through enhanced competitiveness and cooperation within our regions. The FRCOG has demonstrated their ability to think, act and plan regionally and through this designation they will be able to strengthen their already strong tools and ideas to help add jobs, eliminate blight and improve the quality of life in Franklin County."

  The EDD application highlighted much of the economic development planning work conducted by the FRCOG and their CEDS Committee over the past decade.  This work includes efforts to revitalize "Brownfield" properties, support telecommunications deployment in the region, and assist with specific economic development projects, such as the creation of the Randall Pond Industrial Park in Orange and the redevelopment of the Colle Opera House in Turners Falls.

        In order for an area to be designated an EDD, certain eligibility criteria must be met to demonstrate the region's need to foster economic development.  The proposed district region must also have a federally approved CEDS Plan.  The FRCOG's most recent approved CEDS Plan was completed in June 2005 and is available online at http://www.frcog.org/2005CEDSFINAL.pdf.  A subcommittee of the CEDS Committee will serve as the ìEDD Governing Boardî to monitor the administration of the EDD and to coordinate special presentations and cluster events in support of the CEDS Program.

    For more information, please contact Peggy Sloan, Director of Planning &amp; Development at the Franklin Regional Council of Governments at 413-774-1194 x105.
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